[The mammalian oviduct revisited].
The oviducts, or uterine tubes, support the transport and final maturation of gametes, and harbour fertilization and early embryo development. The oviduct environment is finely regulated by ovarian steroids as well as by gametes and embryos that interact with it. Previously regarded as a simple transit zone, the oviduct is now regarded as a complex organ with multiple functions in these various processes. The tubal fluid, now better characterized, is to be regarded as the first interface between the mother and the embryo. It may play a major role in the quality of the conceptus.